Port Elgin Legion - Branch 340
P.O. Box 359, 630 Green Street
Port Elgin, Ontario N0H 2C0
519-389-9917

November 2009

Branch Line
THE CENOTAPH
A single teardrop in his eye, He bows his head to pray,
A proud Canadian Veteran, on a cold November day.
Recalling now his memories, of friends he made and lost,
Fighting for freedom, where young lives were the cost.
He remembers the foreign battles, so far away from home,
He remembers the fallen heroes, and the fear of being alone.
He wipes away the teardrop, and slowly walks away.
A proud Canadian Veteran, on a cold November Day.

Yours in Comradeship,

The Editors

MEMBERSHIP
It is my pleasure to announce 4 new members to our Branch – Lyndsey Karpowicz, Sharen Maas, Dianne
and Jack Brill. Welcome to Branch 340.
Winner of the Early Bird Draw for October 2009 is Cde Norm Smits. Congratulations!
A reminder that the Early Bird Campaign ends November 30th. The 2010 Annual dues are $45.00. Renew your
membership during this period and enter the draw to win your membership free.
Last year our Branch won the Award with 50%+ renewals, I would like to surpass this amount, but it can’t be done
without your help. Please pay your dues by the end of the month and kindly remind your fellow Comrades if they
have not already done so.
It is no longer necessary to have any type of military background to become a member of the Royal Canadian
Legion. We are always looking for new members and would like to see more people join our Branch. Please see
the Bar Steward for applications.
Rhonda Harrison
Branch 340 Membership Chair
519-389-4806
harrisonconst@bmts.com

WHAT’S HAPPENING
PUB NIGHT ~ 8 TO MIDNIGHT
November 14 – Second Line
November 28 – The Siddons

MEAT ROLLS at 4:00 p.m.
Saturday ~ November 14 & 28
CRIBBAGE NIGHT
Friday, November 13 at 7:00 pm

TRIVIA NIGHT
Friday, November 20 at 8:00
Sign Up Sheet at Bar

BINGO EVERY WEDNESDAY
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Bingo at 7:30 p.m. $700.00 Jackpot

HELPING HAND
A man and his wife were awakened at 3:00 a.m. by a loud pounding on the door. The man gets up and goes to the
door where a drunken stranger, standing in the pouring rain, is asking for a push. “Not a chance,” says the
husband, “it is 3:00 in the morning!” He slams the door and returns to bed.
“Who was that?” asked his wife. “Just some drunk guy asking for a push,” he answers. “Did you help him?” she
asks. “No, I did not, it is 3:00 in the morning and it is pouring rain out there!” “Well, you have a short memory,”
says his wife. “Don’t you remember about three months ago when we broke down, and those two guys helped us?
I think you should help him, and you should be ashamed of yourself!”
The man does as he is told, gets dressed, and goes out into the pounding rain. He calls out into the dark, “Hello,
are you still there?” “Yes”, comes back the answer, “Do you still need a push?” calls out the husband. “Yes,
please!” Comes the reply from the dark. “Where are you?” asks the husband. “Over here on the swing,” replied the
drunk.
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REMEMBRANCE
DAY
Dear Comrades
We will form up at the Legion at 10:30 am and parade to Cenotaph Park for
a brief service to honour our Veterans and fallen comrades.
include the wreath laying.

This will also

If you cannot parade, please meet us at the

Cenotaph at 10:55 am.
If you need a ride, please contact our Poppy Chairman, Comrade Kathy
Eastwood at 519-832-5805.
After the Cenotaph program, we will parade to the Tolmie Presbyterian
Church for a service.

We parade back to the Legion after Church for

refreshments and comradeship.
Dinner will be served in the main hall at 2:00 pm; social hour is 1:00 pm.
Veterans and spouses/escorts of Branch 340 are our invited guests.

Family &

friends and members of the public are most welcome to join us for dinner.
You may leave your name at the bar – dinner price $10 per person.

Please

do not leave it too late as there is limited seating.
If anyone needs information regarding Remembrance Day, please contact me.
Norma Dudgeon
Remembrance Day Chairman
519-389-2876 or email: norma@bmts.com

LAST POST
November 2008 – November 2009
Rena Nye
Robert Inkster
David Kirton
Bonnie Jeffrey
Sandy Wilson
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David Longley
Hilda Ord
Alison Gayton
Alex Laurence
Harvey Hymmen
Kenneth Weston
Dwight Aljoe
Cliff Tanner
Kingsley Poole
Orval McMillan
~ Lest we Forget ~

We Will Remember Them
I have lost count of the number of times I have been on a Remembrance Day parade. Since the
first time I paraded at the National Cenotaph in Ottawa, in wet snow, as an Air Cadet until the
most recent occasion in Port Elgin, I have almost always been in a uniform of some kind. Over
the years since that Air Force blue, it has been brown, green and navy. Now it is the uniform of
the Royal Canadian Legion.
Regardless of weather, the parade goes on; be it rain in Vancouver or sub-zero wind blowing off
Lake Huron in Southampton. Many of those who are on parade have served in Canada’s
military in war or peacetime, at home or overseas. Everyone who attends these events cannot
help being touched or affected in some way by the solemn tribute to our country’s fallen men
and women.
Everyone who attends has their own private thoughts and prayers during the two minutes of
silence. My thoughts go back to hours spent in air raid shelters as a school boy in England, to
all those mothers, wives, grandparents and children who lived in terror as bombs fell while their
loved ones were off fighting in foreign lands. There were the letters sent that frequently did not
arrive and others that made it home censored so heavy-handedly as to make little sense to the
reader. Sirens, buzz-bombs, searchlights, black-out, rationing, barrage balloons.
On November 11th at 11:00 a.m. we are formed up in communities across Canada, regardless
of their size, so that those who did not return will not be forgotten by the new generations. I was
asked to write about what I thought is the difference between Remembrance Day in Toronto and
here in a small Ontario town. To me, it is so much more personal in a small town. The names
on the cenotaph are those family names known to many. They were the local pioneer families,
the farmers and merchants. Many were immigrants from Europe and the British Isles; others
were British Empire Loyalists or Pennsylvania Dutch. In the city, the demographics have
changed more rapidly; the population exploded in the last one hundred years. The names
engraved on the monument are known to only a few.
Small or large, though, the message of the ceremony is still the same: “Lest We Forget”.
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FOOD BASKET:
Please help support the Salvation Army Food Drive with your
regular contributions of non-perishable food items. This food
box is located as you enter the Canteen and will be taken to the
Salvation Army at the end of each month or sooner if you fill it
with your generosity.
Contact: Cheryl Lawson, Auxiliary President, if you require
further information at 519-832-9392.

SERVICE OFFICER

The Royal Canadian Legion
Ontario Provincial Command Service Bureau
6-3041 Dougall Avenue, Windsor, Ontario N9E 1S3
PH: 519-253-2422
FX: 519-253-0922

**** NOTICE OF ITINERARY VISIT ****
The undersigned will be visiting OWEN SOUND during the week of December 13 – 19, 2009.
If your Branch requires a visit kindly advise not later than November 26, 2009
Randolph C. Groundwater
Provincial Service Officer
If you would like to have a visit with Mr. Groundwater, please contact me.
Mike Atkinson
Service Officer
519-832-5542
mjatkinson@bmts.com
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LEGION PHOTO DAYS
PORT ELGIN BRANCH 340
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 02
10:00 AM TO 3:00 PM
You are more than welcome to come to
the Legion Photo Days with any items
that you would like to have archived.
Photos, letters, medals, sign up papers,
demob papers, pictures in frames;
practically anything except 3 dimensional
such as uniforms.
If you would like to volunteer to help with
this event, please contact the Museum.

REMEMBRANCE DAY
Wednesday, November 11, 2009
Assemble at Legion at 10:40 a.m.
Parade to Cenotaph Park
Service at 11:00 a.m.
Laying of Wreaths
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Church Service – Tolmie Presbyterian Church
Dinner at 2:00 p.m. (Social Hour 1:00 pm)
Guest Speaker: Major General Ivan Fenton (Ret)

$10.00 per person
Please leave name at Canteen
Members of the public are welcome

     
THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD AS WE THAT ARE LEFT GROW OLD,
AGE SHALL NOT WEARY THEM NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN,
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING,
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM,
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.

Port Elgin Legion Branch 340
630 Green Street

TREE TRIMMING PARTY &
CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE
Saturday, November 28
Join us for Entertainment and Social Time after the Santa Claus Parade
Music provided by “The Siddons” ~ 8:00 p.m. - Midnight
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Be one of Santa’s little Helpers and make a child’s Christmas morning a little
brighter by leaving a new unwrapped gift (up to age 16) under our Christmas Tree.
Or, let us do the shopping for you. By placing your donation in one of the Toy
Drive Jars, our elves will purchase the gifts with the proceeds.
Deadline for contributions is December 7th. All gifts will be donated to the
Iota Phi Society for packaging and distribution.

Port Elgin Legion – Branch 340
P.O. Box 359, 630 Green Street
Port Elgin, Ontario N0H 2CO
519-389-9917
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~ Please join us for our various events and help support your Branch ~
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